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\ - Wh|Ie pIastlc has many valuable uses, we have
+ become addicted to SINGLE USE or DISPOSABLE

{ In totaI half of all plastic produced is de5|gned to

1 be used only once- and then thrown awayI
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Slngle Use Plastlcs bags are one of the largest secondary
sources of Microplastics in the ocean as they break up very
easily under the action of sun and sea water (Abreu et al, 2019)

Human footprint in the abyss

30 year records of deep-sea plastic debris-from 5,010 dives, more than 3,000 pieces of manmade
debris were counted

= Qver a third of debris found was macro-plastic, 89 per cent of which was single-use products.

= In areas deeper than 6000m, over half of debris was plastic, almost all of which was single-use.
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Top 10 Items Collected .....2~°

Conservancy

6. OTHER PLASTIC BAGS

404,934
l 402,375

, 4. CIGARETTE BUTTS
¢’y o 107565

o

2. PLASTIC BEVERAGE BOTTLES

1,024,470

3. FOOD WRAPPERS

o< 888589 & 409,129
@Y 351340 ® 331660

10. PLASTIC LIDS

' 439.571 ® 351585




Single Use Plastic

Consumer Readiness for Change

Approach
The consumer survey was conducted through a structured questionnaire

Our target audience for this survey was the urban middle class, which uses a host of single use plastics. The survey was done
online as well as offline surveys was also administered in Delhi in local language, Hindi.

Semi structured interviews with 3 key stakeholders — Rag-Pickers or Waste Collectors, Waste Segregators, Dealers of Plastic
Waste.



Identifying Single Use Plastic

Non Refillable Pens  pu—— 39.1%

Plastic STAWS s 40405
Mineral Water Botlles  pu— 34.0%
Plastic Balloon Sticks  p——36.0%

Plastic Buckets Fs 6.8%
Personal Care product - Plastic Packaging  p— 4.3.8%
Toothpaste and Shaving Cream TUDES p—————————————————— 5630

DiSpOSable CUDS/PIAIES s 73,306
Termocol CUPS/ Plales s 66,496

Disposable Plastic CULETy s 63.1%6
Plastic Tiffin Boxes s 10.2%

Packaging Material  pu— 57.6%
Polythene Bags s 56.3%

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0%

= Not Single Use Plastic ® Single Use Plastic



PEOPLE STILL USING PLASTIC BAGS

®m Everytime © Sometimes = Occasionally = Never

/
USAGE OF PLASTIC PRODUCTS
mYes mENO
PLASTIC STRAW 42% 58%
FOOD DELIVERY - PLASTIC CUTLERY 713% 27%
E-COMMERCE 83% 17%

DISPOSABLE CUPS AND PLATES 90% 10%




Consumer- Yehi hai right choice!!

refuse plastic cutlery- onine food

refuse exc. packaging

0 20 40 60 80 100 120
mYes " No = May be




Alternatives

Cloth, 46.0%
Jute, 25.0%

Bio Plastic, 13.0%
Others, 10.0%

No cutlery, 37.0%

Bio Plastic, 38.0%

Others, élyd

Metal, 11.0%

Paper, 18.0%
thers, 3.0%

Metal, 25.0%

Leaf 32.0%

Bio Plastic, 33.0%
S, 4.0%

-

No straw, 68.0%



AWARENESS

mYes mNo mMaybe

11.75%
21.85%

2.40%

61.37%

92.49% 89.98%

86.53%

85.85%

78.15%

38.63%

ACT OF SINGLE SINGLE USE CHEMICAL CHEMICAL POLLUTION CAUSE PLASTIC WASTE BAN ON PLASTIC
USE PLASTIC PLASTIC MAJOR LEACHING FROM LEACHING FROM BY MICROPLASTIC MANAGEMENT BAGS<50 MICRON
CONTRIBUTOR TO PLASTIC TO FOOD PLASTIC TO RULES
MARINE WATER

POLLUTION



Ban or goverment guidelines on plastic Product
] 7% -
16%

8%




Single Use
Plastic:

Recycled or

littered?




Packaging- Boxes , 100.0%
Cutlery, 89.5%

Disposable Cups and Plates , Straws, 89.5%
Bags> 50 m, 84.2% 84.2%

PCPP Boxes , 100.0%

Pens, 100.0%

PET Bottle, 100.0%

Balloon Sticks, 68.4%
Bags < 50 m, 52.6%

- Milk Packets, 63.2%
Styrofoam, 52.6%

Packaging - Wrappers/ Packets,
21.1%

Medicine Wrappers, 10.5%
PCPP Tube, 10.5%




WASTED- NO TAKERS

3 popular categories, used and discarded in large volumes,

* Multi-layered packaging,

« Small plastic pouches used by many industries (FMCG, PCPP, Pharma etc.)
« FMCG packaging of noodles etc.

» Multi-layered packaging -thin foil of aluminium, sandwiched, or laminated in a matrix of paper and/or plastic
layers- the total consumption of just disposable, multi-layered fruit juice cartons is at about 900 crore a year, of
which only 270 crore (30 per cent) get recycled, leaving the remaining 630 crore packets (equal to 94,500 tonnes
@15 g/pack) as garbage. (TERI)

» No takers for small pouches-used extensively in rural areas as well, due to low cost- in areas

» /Packets of noodles- no takers on ground because of the quality of plastic used

Host of other single use plastic products- like cotton buds, cling films, cigarette butts, plastic cards (like
credit card) etc.



Study conclusions

The study findings clearly busts two
big narratives that the plastic
industry has been putting forth-
Plastic is recyclable and
Consumers are not ready for
alternatives.

Preference for steel, glass, cloth,
paper etc. for different usages
came out strongly in the
consumer survey.

Bio plastics emerged as one of
the new and popular choices,
especially for bags, along with the
traditional alternatives like cloth,
jute, paper eftc.

The big revelation and a huge
positive from the survey is the
consumer support to eliminate
use of single use plastic.
Consumer clearly showed that
they are against this throwaway
culture- they were against ‘SINGLE
USE’.



Recycling is a myth

Not all material recycled- economic as well as
practical reasons

« Downcycling
« Poor recycling conditions

Low profit margins- completely unsustainable

Sorting Nnot completely sorted!

RECYCLE DOWNCYCLE

s Y

PATHWATER.

#chooseyourpath



Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET)
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SINGLE
USE
PLASTIC

THE LAST STRAW

» For more information

» \Wwww.toxicslink.org

» Priti@toxicslink.org


http://www.toxicslink.org/

